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York Technical College issues this booklet for the purpose of furnishing all interested persons with              

information about the admissions process for the Expanded Duty Dental Assisting program.  Although every 

effort is made to keep this information as current as possible, policy statements in this booklet are subject to 

change without notice and may not be regarded in the nature of binding obligations on the College.  For further 

information, please contact: 

 

York Technical College 

Office of Admissions 

(803) 327-8008 within the local dialing area 

(800) 922-TECH (toll-free) inside South Carolina 
 

It is the policy of York Technical College not to discriminate on the basis of sex, race, age, religion, veteran 

status, national origin or disability in its educational programs, activities, or employment policies.  Title IX and 

Section 504 Compliance Officer is Dr. Dennis Gribenas, V.P. for Business Affairs, York Technical College, 

452 South Anderson Road, Rock Hill, SC 29730. 
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EXPANDED DUTY DENTAL ASSISTING DIPLOMA  
At York Technical College 

 

The Expanded Duty Dental Assisting Program prepares the student to become an essential member of the    

dental team. The student learns current infection control practices, concepts of four-handed dentistry,           

radiography techniques and techniques for providing preventive oral hygiene services. 

 

The Expanded Duty Dental Assisting Program is accredited by the American Dental Association, Commission 

on Dental Accreditation. This credential assures that the graduate is qualified to perform expanded functions as 

authorized by the South Carolina State Dental Practice Act.  Upon completion of the program, graduates are 

eligible for certification through the Dental Assisting National Board Examination. After successful           

completion of this examination, the graduates are entitled to use the abbreviation C.D.A. (Certified Dental   

Assistant) after their name. 

 

Graduates may seek employment in private practices, military installations, hospitals, nursing homes, dental 

school clinics, and public health facilities. The current demand for trained dental assistants in four-handed   

dentistry exceeds the supply. 
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Welcome to York Technical College, and thank you for your interest in the Expanded Duty Dental Assisting 

(EDDA) program.  The purpose of this booklet is to clarify the application process, identify the EDDA    

program qualification requirements, and explain how the qualified applicant waiting list is managed. 

 

There is a great demand for medical professionals in our workforce today.  Many people realize that a Dental 

Assisting career would not only offer many job choices and a good salary, but it would also provide the     

personal satisfaction of serving and caring for others. 

 

For these reasons, there are many students interested in pursuing the EDDA diploma program.  The Dental 

Assisting program can accommodate only a limited number of students each year in order to provide the 

highest quality training.  Therefore, the Admissions Department maintains a first-qualified, first-served list 

of students for the EDDA program.  Your immediate goal should be to get your name on this list of qualified 

students as soon as possible. This document will provide clear and specific instructions to help you           

understand exactly what you need to do from the point of application to the point of program entry. 

 

It is your responsibility to read and understand the contents of this document very carefully.  It is also your 

responsibility to contact an Admissions Counselor for assistance should you have questions or need         

clarification of these contents at any time during the process of qualifying and enrolling in the EDDA        

program.   

 

Thank you again for your interest in and for choosing York Technical College to achieve your educational 

goals.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kenny Aldridge 

Admissions Department Manager 
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I.  The Admissions Process  for the Expanded Duty Dental Assisting (EDDA) Program  

at York Technical College 

 

The Dental Assisting program is limited in enrollment, and its waiting list is processed on a            first

-qualified, first -served basis.   

 

1. Complete and submit the York Technical College Application for Admission at www.yorktech.com. 
 
2. Submit proof of high school or GED completion.  Currently enrolled high school seniors who meet all          

      other program qualification requirements are eligible to be placed on the list of qualified applicants on a  

      provisional basis pending the submission of evidence of a high school diploma upon graduation. 
 
3. Pay the $10 placement test fee at the Business Office and take the COMPASS Placement Test if         

   necessary.  Contact the Assessment Center at 803-981-7176 for testing times. 

 

This test may not be necessary if you submit satisfactory SAT/ACT scores or a college transcript         

documenting previous college credits.  Contact a counselor to determine if you will need to take the 

COMPASS Placement Test. 

 

4. Meet with an Admissions counselor to complete your admissions process.  The counselor will review    

      your COMPASS, SAT or ACT test scores, high school transcripts, and any previous college credits you    

      may have earned, and he/she will determine if you have met the qualification requirements to be placed    

      on the list for the EDDA program. 

 

Initially, you will be admitted into our Pre-Dental Assisting program (Associate in Applied Science  

with a Goal of Expanded Duty Dental Assisting). While in Pre-Dental Assisting, you can take the 

General Education, or non-Dental Assisting, classes required for the Dental Assisting degree.  You 

will not be admitted into the Dental Assisting program (Diploma in Applied Science with a Major 

in Expanded Duty Dental Assisting) until the fall semester that you actually begin the Dental Assist-

ing (EDDA) classes. 

 

If you ARE qualified for the EDDA waiting list:  

 

You will be required to pay the Business Office a $50 NONREFUNDABLE and NONTRANSFER-

ABLE list-processing fee in order to have your name placed on the list of qualified applicants.  Students 

owing a past due debt to the College are not eligible to enroll.  List access fees will not be accepted until 

the prior debt is paid in full. 

 

If you ARE NOT qualified for the EDDA waiting list:  

Your counselor will review the necessary steps for you to take in order to become eligible to have your 

name placed on the list of qualified applicants for the EDDA program.  These steps are outlined next in 

Section II. 

 

 

IMPORTANT:  IF YOU ARE NOT QUALIFIED FOR THE EDDA WAITING LIST WHEN YOU ARE 

FIRST ADMITTED TO THE COLLEGE, YOU MUST RETURN TO ADMISSIONS TO ALERT A 

COUNSELOR WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLETED THE QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 

EDDA PROGRAM. 

http://www.yorktech.com/
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II.  Qualification Requirements for the EDDA Program 

 

To be placed on the list of qualified applicants for the EDDA program, you must provide documentation that 

you meet the following criteria: 

 

_____1.  High School or GED completion 

 

This can be in the form of a high school transcript, copy of your diploma, or copy of your GED     

certificate.  

 

_____2.  Completion of ONE of the following methods of qualification: 

 

___  COMPASS scores: 

  Minimum Pre-Algebra 54, Reading 81, Writing 70 

 

___  SAT scores before April 1, 1995:   

 Minimum 400 Verbal and 350 Math 

 

___  SAT scores April 1, 1995 to March 12, 2005: 

 Minimum 480 Verbal and 400 Math 

 

___  SAT scores after March 12, 2005: 

   Minimum 480 Critical Reading and 400 Math  

 

 ___  ACT minimum score of at least 21 English and 16 Math  

 

___  ASSET scores: 

  Minimum Numerical 43 & Elem. Algebra 31, Reading 42, Writing 41 

 

___  ñCò or better in RDG 100, MAT 150 and ENG 100 

 

AND 

 

Minimum EDDA program GPA of 2.00 in classes taken at York Technical College that can be applied     

towards the Dental Assisting program. ** 

 
**Important information for students who have been previously enrolled in the EDDA program at 

York Technical College: 

 

Like a new applicant, you must meet all qualification criteria, including the appropriate minimum 

GPA requirements, to place your name on the waiting list.  Please be aware that any and all course-

work that you have taken that can be applied towards the EDDA diploma, including EDDA courses, 

will be calculated into your EDDA program GPA.   

 

_____3.  Meet with an Admissions Counselor to get your name placed on the qualified applicant list 

 

As soon as you meet qualification requirements for the EDDA program, you will need to see an Admissions 

Counselor.  The counselor will verify that requirements have been met and will direct you to pay the required 

$50 NONREFUNDABLE/NONTRANSFERABLE  list processing fee.  Once this has been done, your 
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III.  Maintaining Your Position on the EDDA Waiting List  

 

Once you meet the qualification criteria and your name is placed on the EDDA waiting list, you are          

responsible for maintaining eligibility for the EDDA program.  Please read the following steps very carefully 

so that you understand your responsibilities: 

 

1.  Keep the Admissions Office updated on your contact information 

 

While your name is on the list of qualified applicants, it is your responsibility to let us know immediately if 

your address or phone information changes.  Otherwise, we will be unable to contact you for any reason,  

including offering you a seat in the next available class. 

 

2.  Maintain at least a 2.00 GPA 

 

All students must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.00 in any required courses and electives for the 

EDDA program in order to remain on the list of qualified applicants.  Equivalent courses completed at 

other accredited colleges may transfer, but only courses completed at York Technical College are included in 

the GPA calculation.  The Admissions Office will check your GPA following each term you are on the list to 

verify that you remain eligible for the EDDA program.  Should your GPA fall below 2.00 at any time your 

name is on the list, you will no longer be eligible and your name will be removed from the list.  If this 

occurs, you will be notified by mail. 

 

You may use WebAdvisor to determine your Dental Assisting GPA by following these directions: 

 

Click Web Advisor on the York Technical College Homepage 

Log in using your student username and password 

Click on the Students tab 

Under Educational Information, click Program Evaluation 

Click the drop-down box beside ñWhat if I changed my program of studyò 

Choose your goal program and Submit: 

 Dental Assisting  =  Diploma in Health Science ï Expanded Duty Dental Assisting 

 Choose the latest Catalog Year and Submit 

Students whose Program GPA falls below a 2.00 at any time are no longer eligible for 

entry into their program.  Students who are no longer qualified for their program will be 

notified by mail. 

 

 

 

 




